NORTH WALES CROSS COUNTRY ASSOCIATION

(CYMDEITHAS RHEDEG TRAWS GWLAD GOGLEDD CYMRU)

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Minutes of the 41st Annual General Meeting of the ‘David Alun Williams’ North Wales Cross Country League in association with Grand Prix Express which was at Gwersyllt Community Resource Centre on Friday 9th May 2025.
Members present:  Gareth Hughes (Vice Chairman), Bernie Jones (Secretary), and representatives from Buckley, Eyri, Prestatyn,  Shropshire Shufflers and Wrexham.

Apologies were sent from, Colwyn Bay, Maldwyn, Menai, Oswestry, Shrewsbury, Tattenhall, Dave Peters and Bob Frost.
1. Minutes: The minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Friday 10th May 2024 were confirmed as a true record. There were no matters arising.
2. Chairman's Report: In the absence of the Chair, Vice Chair Gareth Hughes welcomed everyone to the 41st AGM of the Grand Prix Express ‘David Alun Williams’ North Wales Cross Country League and thanked everyone for attending.
Gareth read out the Chair’s report prepared by Russell Godwin. Russell started by thanking all the clubs for hosting the fixtures and the referees (Phil Tugwell, Dave Gough & Bernie Jones), marshalls and volunteers across the league who made all of the fixtures happen. He also thanked Dave and Jill Peters, for their great work with the chip timing and producing the results so quickly. He also thanked all of the runners for making it such a successful and friendly league.

The Chair congratulated Meirionnydd for not only winning Division 1 but also the Tudors Friendly Shield overcoming their disappointment from last year. He also congratulated Shrewsbury AC as runners up in Div 1 and congratulated Div 2 Champions Wrexham AC who were promoted along with Aberystwyth AC.  In the women’s teams Eryri Harriers were winners in Division One with runners up Denbigh Harriers. Division Two winners were Maldwyn Harriers and will be promoted along with runners up West Cheshire AC.
The Chair also congratulated all of the overall winners, category champions and placed athletes with so many names that continue to be competing.  He indicated that there had been some outstanding performances. Our super vet categories in both the men’s and women’s races continue to thrive as we still have great presence in V65 through to V85. 
The North Wales Championships held in January at Bangor were hosted by Eryri Harriers, Menai T&F & Bangor University. Thanks to Helen Blair for the venue together with Bernie Jones and Dave Peters for making this happen.

Moving on to the Junior League, it is encouraging to see many athletes at each event.  Congratulations to all that took part and all the winners that received awards for their outstanding performances. 

The Bebbington Trophy for Endeavour was awarded jointly this year and was shared by Emma Collins (Denbigh Harriers) and Emyr Davies (Hebog). This award presented for the 30th time was given for their long-standing work, contribution, and support to the league.  A very deserving accolade for them both. 
The Chair also took the opportunity to thank the secretary Bernie Jones on behalf of the league for all his good work in driving the league forward and Neil Edwards of Pyramid Consultancy and Grand Prix Express for their continued sponsorship. He also thanked Helen Blair for auditing our accounts. We are most grateful for all their support. 

3. Secretary's Report: The Secretary highlighted 29 clubs took part in the League during the 24/25 season. There were a total of 1,351 finishers (an average of 338 per fixture) in the senior league with 646 different runners; and 187 different runners in the junior league. The numbers were more or less the same as 2023/24 season. The Secretary thanked all of the volunteer marshalls, course erectors, timekeepers, refreshment providers and all of the other jobs that ensure races go ahead. He also thanked the lead contacts at each of the clubs who hosted fixtures. Special thanks were given to Dave Peters and his wife Jill for the chip timing and results and for our sponsors Grand Prix Express and Pyramid Consulting.  
North Wales in partnership with Maldwyn Harriers once again hosted the Welsh Inter Regional Cross Country Championships and we continued to dominate the results at all ages. North Wales also sent strong junior teams to Loughborough for the CAU Inter Counties, but we struggled to get the seniors out. The Secretary thanked John Messum, Crispin Backshall, Eric Campbell, Mike Robbins, and Sharon Jones for their sterling work as Team Managers. 
4. Elections: The following were elected for the year 2025/26: 

Russ Godwin (Chairman); Gareth Hughes (Vice Chairman); Bernie Jones (Secretary).
5. Finance

Gareth thanked Helen Blair for once again auditing the accounts which were shared at the AGM. Due to the cancellation of the Shrewsbury fixture there was a surplus of £1,228 for the season. This would have been more or less break-even with the extra fixture. It was confirmed that there was £5,607.33 in the Savings Account and £1,629.89 in the Community (current) Account – a total of £7,237.22 at 31st March 2025.

6. Season 2024 – 2025 Venue Review: 
Eirias Park – As ever, Eirias Park provided a testing course but the dry conditions certainly made it a lot easier. Colwyn Bay do an excellent job marking out the course and providing marshalls although a couple of runners did miss out the loop at the bottom of the lake. A total of 276 runners (excluding juniors) took part at Eirias Park and this is the highest ever at a NWCCL race. 
Ysgol Morgan Llwyd – It may be a flat boring course for many people but it’s an easy course to set up and is always run-able no matter the weather!! 

Aberystwyth University Playing Fields – Following on from Wrexham another flat boring course could have been a problem but with lots of twists and turns and hay bails, tires and logs thrown in and not forgetting the waste ground at the end of the lap, they made an interesting challenge. The area within the waste ground could have been marked out a little better in places as a couple of athletes went wrong

amendments to the course since we last used it in 2019 made a big difference and given the weather omitting the water splash was the correct decision. 
Baschurch – Sadly cancelled due to the weather.
Oswestry – The course was drier than it has been for a while and was well marked out by the club. If we lose the chance to use the course it will be because athletes cannot be bothered to change their shoes before going into the school dining hall.

7. Season 2025-2026: The Secretary indicated that the Newtown course has once again been chosen to host the Welsh Inter Regions which will take place on 29 November so Maldwyn will once again concentrate on hosting that race. The Secretary also confirmed that the BMAF International is provisionally being held at Roundhey Park Leeds, on 15 November 2025. 
Subject to confirmation from hosting clubs the following dates and venues were agreed for the 2025-2026 season:

Sat 4th October 2025


-
St. Aspah 
Sat 25th October 2025


-
Eirias Park, Colwyn Bay
Sat 22nd November 2025

 
-
Bala 
Sat 24th January 2026


-
Shrewsbury
Sat 14th February 2026


-
Marches School, Oswestry SY11 2AP     
For individual standings in BOTH junior and senior leagues it will be the best 4 results from 5 fixtures.
Eryri Harriers will host the North Wales Cross Country Champs will be at Treborth Track, Bangor LL57 2RQ on Saturday 10th January 2026
Clubs hosting fixtures are asked to provide 1 x back-up timekeeper; 2 x Funnel recorders; 1 x issuing extra numbers before race.
8. Affiliation Fees: it was agreed that the fees for the 2025/26 season should remain at £100 for seniors but remain at the same £50 for Juniors
Clubs are asked to make payment BEFORE the start of the second fixture. Payments are by BACS payments or with agreement by cheque. BACS payment details are:

Account Name:

North Wales Cross Country Association


Sort Code:

40-47-26


Account Number:
01034146
9. Referees: Dave Gough, Phil Tugwell and Bernie Jones have been appointed League Referees for the season 2025/26 
10. Any Other Business :
(i) Age Groups 2026/27 Season: The Secretary reminded everyone that age groups for Junior athletes will change on 1st April 2026 with Under 12’s; Under 14’s; Under 16’s and Under 18’s coming into existence. 
The meeting finished at 8-50pm.
