NORTH WALES CROSS COUNTRY ASSOCIATION

(CYMDEITHAS RHEDEG TRAWS GWLAD GOGLEDD CYMRU)

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Minutes of the 36th Annual General Meeting of the Grand Prix Express North Wales Cross Country League which was held via Zoom on Friday 3rd May 2019.
Members present: Russell Godwin (Chairman), Gareth Hughes (Vice Chairman), Bernie Jones (Secretary), and representatives from Buckley, Colwyn Bay, Deeside, Denbigh, Oswestry, Prestatyn, Shrewsbury, Tattenhall, West Cheshire and Wrexham.

Apologies were sent from Tattenhall.

Minutes : The minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Friday 3 May 2019 were confirmed as a true record. There were no matters arising.

Chairman's Report : Russell Godwin (Grand Prix Express) welcomed everyone to the 36th  AGM and thanked members in these difficult times. He thanked all five host clubs once again for providing excellent venues and highlighted the two new courses at Dolgellau and Shrewsbury. He also thanked all the helpers at the final fixture in producing final results and the presentations that followed. 
Russell commented on another successful season and congratulated Shrewsbury and Etyri on retaining their respective men’s and women’s titles. A special congratulations to Shropshire Shufflers who in their first season won both Division 2 titles with Denbigh returning to Div 1 in the men’s and Prestatyn returning in the women’s. 
He highlighted individual achievements of Joe Morrison and Miranda Grant as overall champions and of all the winners in the various age groups and the award of the Bebbington Trophy for Endeavour to George Nixon, Prestatyn for his long support of the league. Thanks were also given to Steve Livett and sponsors Pyramid Consultancy for their continued development of the North Wales Junior Cross Country League. 

The North Wales Championships were a great success again at Glyndwr University with thanks to Rob Mackey and all of Buckley RC who hosted the event and Dave Peters for doing his usual great job with entries and results. Russell also thanked Bernie Jones for his tireless work as Secretary and Referee and getting the results out after every race so quickly.

Finally Russell made mention of the sad passing of David Alun Williams on 29 January 2020 aged 71. David was secretary from 1973 until 2018 and was affectionately known as Mr North Wales Cross Country and will be sadly missed by all.
Secretary's Report : Bernie Jones thanked all officials, volunteers, helpers who contributed to making both junior and senior leagues and championships a continued success. He reported on increased participation in the senior league with 1,739 finishers in the ten races and the 393 finishers at Fox Hills being a new record.  

He thanked the team managers at the Inter Region and CAU Inter Counties Championships, especially the new senior team managers Sharon Jones and Eric Campbell.

Elections
The following were elected for the year 2020/21 : 

Russ Godwin (Chairman); Gareth Hughes (Vice Chairman); Bernie Jones (Secretary & Referee).
Season 2019 – 2020 Review
The tried and tested courses at Wrexham, Fox Hills and Oswestry worked as well as ever and everyone was delighted with the two new courses at Dolgellau and Shrewsbury. It was agreed that Shrewsbury would try to host any future fixtures at the new venue as it was such a success.

Season 2019-2020 

Due to the corona virus it was agreed that there would be NO races before Christmas and that whilst PROVISIONAL dates and venues would be set for the new year it would require some changes to lockdown and social distancing guidelines for the races to be confirmed. This will be left until as late as possible.

The provisionally agreed dates and venues were as follows:

Sat 23 January 2021

Wrexham
Sat 6 February 2021

Bangor  
Sat 6 March 2021
 
Oswestry     
To count individually, athletes will have to run in all three fixtures.
To comply with Covid 19 guidelines all athletes will be required to come prepared to run (no changing facilities); no club tents will be allowed; and a temporary timetable  of 1pm for Women/65+Men/Under 17 Men and 2-30pm for the Men’s race.

Sadly no junior North Wales Cross Country League will be possible.

Affiliation Fees: as a one-off due to the amended league structure the affiliation fees for the 2020/21 season would be £50per club for the season. Fees will not be due until the first fixture. The League will continue to meet all club hosting costs, including venue hire, porta loos and first aid.
Referees : Bernie Jones will be League Referee for the season 2020/21 and David Gough Assistant Referee.
Sadly the meeting came to an abrupt end before the North Wales Championships could be discussed and any other business. The Secretary gave his apologies for the technical failure!! 
With regard to the North Wales Cross Country Championships, the Chairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary and Dave Peters will meet over the next couple of weeks to explore the possibility of holding the championships as part of the first North Wales League at Wrexham. The Secretary will report to clubs in due course.

Any Other Business

Due to the temporary league structure for 2020/21 season, if it happens, the proposal from Prestatyn regarding the timing of races will be deferred until next year.

Unfortunately the proposal regarding the changing of the name of the league was unable to be voted on but the Secretary has canvassed as many clubs as possible and everyone has agreed to the proposal made by the Chairman and Secretary that the name of the league be to:

“The David Alun Williams North Wales Cross Country League in association with Grand Prix Express”
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